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CONPIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 3406 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, GT, ES, IDB 

SUBJ: SALVADOR AMBASSADOR KIDNAPPING CASE 

REF: GUATEMALA 3374 AND 3377 

1. DURING MY CALL TODAY (MAY 31) ON PRESIDENT LAUGERUD, HE 
BROUGHT ME UP-TO-DATE ON KIDNAPPING OF SALVADORAN AMBASSADOR, 
EDUARDO CASANOVA. HE SAID THAT CASANOVA PAMILY HAD BEEN 
INSTRUCTED LATE LAST NIGHT (MAY 30) TO PICK UP NOTE 

FROM EGP (A COPY OF WHICH HE GAVE ME AND TRANSLATION OP WHICH 
IS CONTAINED IN NEXT POLLOWING TELEGRAM) IN WHICH EGP REQUESTED 
THAT ALL NEWSPAPERS IN GUATEMALA AND EL SALVADOR, AS WELL AS 
CERTAIN RADIO AND TELEVISION STATIONS IN GUATEMALA AND EL 
SALVADOR, SHOULD CARRY POR TWO CONSECUTIVE DAYS THE TEXT OP 
THE EGP'S STATEMENT ATTACHED TO ITS ORIGINAL LETTER TO 
ORTIZ MENA. 

2. PRESIDENT SAID HE HAD MET AT ONE A.M. THIS MORNING WITH 
CASANOVA PAMILY AND HAD AGREED THAT THIS REQUEST SHOULD BE 
MET IN GUATEMALA, NOTING THAT HE DID NOT WANT TO CLOSE ANY 
DOORS TO POSSIBILITY OP FREEING AMBASSADOR CASANOVA. HE SAID, 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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NEVERTHELESS, THAT HE WAS PESSIMISTIC ABOUT AMBASSADOR'S FATE. 

HE SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHETHER EL SALVADOR GOVERNMENT WOULD 
ALSO MEET EGP'S DEMAND AS IT AFPECTED EL SALVADOR. 

3. PRESIDENT SAID HE BELIEVED THIS KIDNAPPING WAS ONLY THE 
BEGINNING OF SUCH EVENTS IN GUATEMALA AS THEY ENTERED ELECTION 
PERIOD. HE SAID EGP INTENTION WAS TO PREJUDICE THE ELECTORAL 
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SYSTEM AND THAT THEY WOULD LIKE NOTHING BETTER THAN FOR HIM TO 
IMPOSE STATE OF SIEGE, WHICH HE WAS EQUALLY INTENT ON AVOIDING. 

4. HE SAID HE HAD MET WITH HIS CABINET YESTERDAY ON THIS CASE 
AND HAD URGED THEM TO AVOID CABARETS, NIGHTCLUBS, OR ANY 
PLACES WHERE THEY WERE VULNERABLE TO KIDNAPPING, PUTTING THEM 
ON NOTICE THAT HE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO BARGAIN EOR THEM IN THE 
EVENT THEY WERE SEIZED. HE SAID HE HAD SIMILARLY INFORMED 
HIS THREE SONS LATER IN THE DAY. HE SAID HE WAS ALSO SENDING 
REPRESENTATIVES TO TEXAS TO LOOK INTO ACQUISITION OF ARMORED 
CARS TO UPGRADE SECURITY HERE FOR HIS SENIOR OFFICIALS. 

BOSTER 
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